
EYFS and Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 
 There is no statutory requirement to teach a language to EYFS pupils or KS1 

pupils. However, children in class 1 are introduced to languages through 
theme weeks and teaching blocks throughout the year. 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in 
and responding  

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes 
and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures  

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases  

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple 
writing  

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new 
words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through 
using a dictionary  

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clearly describe people, places, things and actions orally and 
in writing. 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, 
including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 
conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how 
these differ from or are similar to English. 

 

 



Emmanuel Holcombe languages curriculum 
 Year 3 and 4 
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1. Join in confidently with most of the actions in songs, stories and rhymes. 
2. Recognise the written form and meaning of most known vocabulary from the spoken word 
3. Say / sing short, familiar rhymes or songs from memory 

listens and recognise the meaning of simple sentences 
4. Match sound to written text and recognise the meaning of familiar language 
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1. Answer most questions confidently (e.g. greetings, name, age, how you are today, favourite colour / animal) 
2. Use ‘i have’ and ‘it is’ to form simple sentences. Use gestures confidently to reinforce simple punctuation, i.e. capital letter, comma and full stop. 
3. Adapt model sentences to describe things (nouns + adjectives). Join in confidently with story re-telling 
4. Ask and answer a few familiar questions with little support 
5. Speak in simple sentences, including nouns and adjectives 
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1. Read and recognise most familiar vocabulary 
2. Enjoy participating in stories, songs and poems and show the ability to retain some of the words through repetition 
3. Make links to phonics and pronounce familiar words well, and some unfamiliar words, when prompted by the teacher 
4. Respond to teacher questioning / prompting to understand new words, e.g. If this means X, what could Y mean? 
5. Read and understand simple sentences, including noun and adjectives 
6. Read familiar words with good pronunciation 
7. Understand some new words introduced into familiar text, especially but not exclusively if they are cognates 
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1. Write some known words and short phrases from memory with understandable spelling 
2. Substitute and adapt noun-adjective collocations in simple sentences. e.g. using oso pardo story to change colour 
3. Can follow and adapt a model to create a few short phrases with nouns and adjectives, creating for example a mini- book 
4. Use a model including words and short phrases to create new versions (e.g. party invitation, birthday card) 
5. Write some simple sentences with nouns and adjectives, which may / may not be placed correctly 
6.  
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1. Use the correct indefinite article in practice activities  
2. Recognise and say singular and plural nouns, differentiating between them 
3. Place and agree some familiar adjectives correctly in practice activities 
4. Use i have / it is /they are / there is but may confuse their meaning and use 
5. Use ‘and’ and ‘but’ with some confidence 
6. Understand the meaning of indefinite / definite articles in singular and plural, some inaccuracy in own use 
7. Use singular and plural nouns correctly 
8. Use the most familiar adjectives and noun combinations correctly in terms of place and gender / number agreement 
9. Use simple 3rd person singular verbs to describe others (e.g. has, is) 
10. Understand all and can use in structured tasks some sequencers and prepositions 
 

 

 

 


