
EYFS and Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 
 There is no statutory requirement to teach a language to EYFS pupils or KS1 

pupils. However, children in class 1 are introduced to languages through 
theme weeks and teaching blocks throughout the year. 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in 
and responding  

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes 
and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures  

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases  

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple 
writing  

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new 
words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through 
using a dictionary  

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clearly describe people, places, things and actions orally and 
in writing. 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, 
including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 
conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how 
these differ from or are similar to English. 

 

 



Emmanuel Holcombe languages curriculum 
 Year 5 and 6 
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1. Join in readily with simple songs and stories, showing the ability to remember language listens and understands the meaning of 
complex sentences made up of familiar language 

2. Follow the text of a familiar song or story with more detailed language and sing or read aloud. Understand most of the words 
3. Listen to and understand complex sentences, answering questions or identifying key information 
4. Follow and understand a song or story with more complex language 

Sp
ea
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1. Ask and answer a variety of questions with support 
2. Express likes and dislikes, some opinions and reasons and ask ‘do you like’ and ‘why do you / don’t you like?’ Be able to signal a problem, ask 

for help and give additional details when asked e.g. can you help me? What with? number 2, the text, the dictionary 
3. Speak using some complex sentences e.g. noun, adjectives, verb, adverbial phrase 
4. Say a variety of sentences describing what people do e.g. what someone eats for different meals or what sports someone plays (uses 1st and 

3rd person singular) 
5. Engage in short conversations using familiar language 
6. Say complex sentences, using ‘because’ and other subordinating conjunctions 
7. Speak using complex sentences e.g. with a subordinate clause 
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1. Read and understand complex sentences e.g. noun, adjectives, verb, adverbial phrase 
2. Enjoy listening to / watching target language stories, songs etc.. and able to pick out and understand familiar words 
3. Read aloud confidently familiar words observing particular pronunciation rules (e.g. silent letters, accent/stress markers etc.) and some 

unknown cognates 
4. Use cognates, logic and some grammatical understanding to decode the meaning of some new words 
5. Know 1) the parts of the dictionary 2) what the codes (nf, nm etc.) mean and know alphabetical order. Can find the meanings of new words 
6. Pronounce some unfamiliar words in a sentence using phonic knowledge 
7. Understand new words in short, familiar texts, using a range of strategies 



W
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1. Write some simple and a few complex sentences (sometimes from memory, sometimes with a scaffold e.g. first letter cues for each word) with 

understandable accuracy 
2. Adapt a range of simple and complex sentences to create new sentences 
3. Write a variety of sentences describing what people do e.g. what someone eats for different meals or what sports someone plays (uses 1st and 

3rd person singular) 
4. Use a model paragraph to produce a new paragraph with good accuracy 
5. Write some complex sentences e.g.with a subordinate clause by manipulating language using a language scaffold or a bi-lingual dictionary, 

with some success 

G
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1. Demonstrate awareness of different uses of articles in English and the target language and begin to apply this 
2. Use singular and plural forms 
3. Agree adjectives in reasons after ‘because it is / they are’, remembering with some consistency to match number and gender. 
4. Recognise the meaning of the subject pronouns and their matching verb endings in the present tense. Use a range of 1st person present tense 

verbs correctly 
5. Incorporate days of the week and other time phrases into spoken and written expression 
6. Demonstrate a good grasp of the basic grammatical concepts encountered and applies them 
7. Use a range of common verbs, including in the negative form, most often in the 1st person 
8. Use subordinating connectives ‘if’ and ‘because’ 

 

 

 


