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The Emmanuel Holcombe curriculum is shaped by the school vision to enable all children, regardless of background, ability or 

additional needs to flourish and live life to the full. Our RE curriculum has been designed in line with the Diocese and Religious 

Education syllabus for Church schools, to produce clear skills and knowledge progression. 

 

RE Statement of intent 

As a church school, the drive for excellence and effectiveness is paramount, but not merely because the Government says so. The enabling of every child to flourish in their 

potential as a child of God, is a sign and expression of the Kingdom and is at the heart of the church’s distinctive mission. The high quality Religious Education (RE) delivered 

at Emmanuel Holcombe is the key to enabling every child to flourish. We are committed to using quality resources (Questful RE and Understanding Christianity), that will 

provide our teachers with the knowledge and skills they need to ensure that the children experience the best RE curriculum. 

Our objective at Emmanuel Holcombe is to prepare children for citizenship in today’s diverse society. Our aim is to enable our pupils to develop sensitivity to, and respect for 

others; for pupils to have a tolerance for other religions; and to equip students with the ability to hold an informed conversation about religious beliefs and practices. 

The Church of England Education Office (2016), issued an RE Statement of Entitlement. It says that in Church schools the expectation is that all pupils are religiously literate 

and, as a minimum, pupils are able to: 

• Give a theologically informed and thoughtful account of Christianity as a living and diverse faith. 

• Show an informed and respectful attitude to religions and world views in their search for God and meaning. 

• Engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with those of other faiths and none. 

• Reflect critically and responsibly on their own spiritual, philosophical and ethical convictions. 

 

Implementation 

As a Voluntary Aided Church of England Primary School, Emmanuel Holcombe follows the Religious Education syllabus for Church schools and the Manchester Diocese Questful 

RE Units. It is a revision of ‘Questful RE’ RE syllabus 2013. By embracing the explicit teaching of Christian concepts and God’s big salvation story, the content of this syllabus 

gives pupils a deeper understanding of Christianity. Through an open investigative enquiry approach the pupils are given the sense of being on a quest of discovery. A key 

feature of the syllabus is the large number of questions included in each unit. The purpose of these questions is to give pupils opportunity to investigate, reflect, evaluate and 

make meaning. In doing so they will discover more about themselves, their relationships with others, their relationship with the world around them and their relationship 

with God. Teachers using this syllabus are encouraged to give pupils as many first hand sensory experiences as possible. Pupils benefit hugely from seeing, hearing, touching, 

tasting and smelling authentic Christianity and the other world faiths as they study. 

Impact 

Excellent RE teaching ensures that our pupils: 

 • know about and understand Christianity as a living faith that influences the lives of people worldwide and as the religion that has most shaped British culture and heritage. 



• know and understand about other major world religions and world views, their impact on society, culture and the wider world, enabling pupils to express ideas and insights. 

• develop their own spiritual/philosophical convictions, exploring and enriching their own beliefs and values. 

 

 

 

What the Church of England and Diocese says: 

Early Years Areas for Learning and Development through RE: 

 
1. Communication and Language: 

Listening and attention: children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear 
with relevant comments, questions or actions. They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged in another activity.  
Understanding: children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to 
stories or events. 
Speaking: children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about 
events that have happened or are to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events. 
 

2. Personal, social and emotional development: 
Self-confidence and self-awareness: children are confident to try new activities, and say why they like some activities more than others. They are confident to 
speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need help.  
Managing feelings and behaviour: children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour its consequences and know 
that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules. They adjust their behaviour to different situations, 
and take changes of routine in their stride.  
Making relationships: children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They 
show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings and form positive relationships with adults and other children.  
 

3. Literacy: 
Reading: children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read 
some common irregular words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. 
Writing: children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write 
simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 
 

4. Understanding the world: 
People and communities: children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t 
always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and other and among families, 
communities and traditions.  
The world: children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own 
immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur 



and talk about changes.  
Technology: children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select and use technology for particular purposes.  
 

5. Expressive arts and design: 
Exploring and using media and materials: children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.  
Being imaginative: children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own 
ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories. 

 

 



 



 

 

 

Assessment and Evidence 

Within EYFS children’s assessment is formative by reviewing evidence gathered from continuous provision and making a holistic judgement of the ELG. Staff refer to the 

exemplification documents to moderate the judgements. Children in KS1 and KS2 record their learning, either individual or group tasks, using A3 floor books, Seesaw, pictures 

and videos. At the end of each unit, progress and achievement of objectives are assessed and recorded on the whole class assessment grids. These grids are used at the end 

of the year to make a judgement of achievement and progress over time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Two Year Unit Overview 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What does a ‘Questful RE’ unit include? 

Each unit is saved in T-Drive/RE Syllabus 2017 

The Unit Sheet Explained 
THE UNIT SHEET IS THE LONG TERM PLANNING FOR THE SCHOOL. 
IT IS DESIGNED TO BE USED AS A WORKING DOCUMENT ADDED TO AND ANNOTATED BY TEACHERS. 
FROM THE UNIT SHEET TEACHERS CAN CREATE THEIR WEEKLY LESSON PLANS. 
When planning, consider the following: - How will I engage the pupils in this task? What new things will the 
pupils learn today? 
What prior learning will be consolidated by the tasks today? What skills will pupils develop through these activities? 
DON’T FORGET pupils need to see how their learning is relevant to them today and is preparing them for the future. 

Unit: Title 
Usually a question to set the tone of discovery and questfulness. 

Suggested number of hours X (A+B) 
This suggested length of time is guidance in order for teachers to gauge how many RE lessons will be needed to cover the content. (1 hour = 1 lesson) However, the 
length of time can vary according to pupils’ interest and available resources. Where the suggested number of hours includes a ‘+’ e.g. 10 (6+4) this indicates that the 
unit includes a study of non-Christian faith within 
it. 

Christian Concepts 
God – Creation – Fall – People of God – Incarnation – Gospel – Salvation – Kingdom of God 

 
All 8 Christian concepts listed here are included throughout the syllabus. The concepts highlighted in capital letters are particularly explored in greater depth in this 
unit. The concepts are compatible with the Understanding Christianity resource. 

The aim of this unit is to: 
These bullet points are the general overall aim/purpose of this unit. 

Christian Values 
This box highlights which Christian values will enrich this unit. They include Courage, Peace, Trust, Forgiveness, Justice, Thankfulness, Compassion, Friendship, Hope, 
Responsibility, Love, Truthfulness, Humility, Generosity, Respect and Reverence, Wisdom, Service, Faith, Perseverance and Creativity. 



Key Skills 
Listed here are skills that are developed through the activities mentioned in this unit. They include apply, investigate, empathise, reflect, interpret, enquire, analyse, 
synthesise and express. 

Key Questions 
These are the Quest full Questions that should always be asked at some point during the Unit. The questions are designed to be thought provoking, challenging 
and philosophical. 
The questions aim to enrich the children’s spiritual development. 
They should be used to create conversations and to further encourage the children’s natural curiosity 

Key Vocabulary 
Words that the children should encounter, learn and use. 

Key Experiences 
There are many activities suggested in the unit sheet and there probably will not be time to cover them all. However, there 
are certain elements of the Unit that are key and they are listed here and should, wherever possible, be included. 

Link to Understanding Christianity 
This syllabus stands alone but it can also work alongside the Understanding Christianity Resource Pack (RE Today services). If 
there is a Unit in the Understanding Christianity resource that clearly links with Questful RE then it will be referred to in this 
section. 
To Begin with 
This is your starter activity. 
Use the ideas in this box to introduce the unit and begin your quest to discover more! 
If the unit has a non-Christian faith element then it will be mentioned in the opening discussions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Non-Christian faith unit/link. 
Use the content here along with additional resources to plan your lessons exploring non-Christian faiths. 

 

By the end of this unit pupils will know that: 
By the end of this unit pupils are expected to be able to: 

 
Clear statements of what pupils should have the opportunity to learn and skills they should have developed related to the ladder of expectation. 
Teachers can use these statements to create teaching objectives and be confident that the tasks set are appropriate for the level of expected 
achievement. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


