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Emmanuel Holcombe CE Primary
Helmshore Rd, Holcombe, Bury, BL8 4PA

Tel:01706823498, Fax 01706828592

Email:emmanuelholcombe@bury.gov.uk

www.emmanuelholcombeprimaryschool.com

9th July 2021

A huge thankyou to everyone who replied to the parental questionnaire in May 2021. It really helps move school forward. Below is a summary of the results. We really enjoyed reading the positive comments and kind words many parents left – it means a lot. 

Thank you for your queries- we have put our response against them. 

	
	Strongly agree (%)
	Agree (%)
	Neither agree or disagree (%)
	Disagree (%)
	Strongly disagree (%)

	My child is happy at this school
	72
	25
	1
	0
	0

	My child feels safe at this school
	85
	10
	5
	0
	0

	The school makes sure my child is well behaved
	70
	22.5
	7.5
	0
	0

	My child has been bullied and the school dealt with the incident quickly and efficiently
	My child has not been bullied

92
	The incidents happened within school hours. School knew about the incidents and dealt effectively with the bullying

8
	The incidents happened within school hours. School knew about the incidents and  did not deal effectively with the bullying

0
	The incidents happened outside of school hours. School knew about the incidents and dealt effectively with the bullying

0
	The incidents happened outside of school hours. School knew about the incidents and did not deal effectively with the bullying

0

	School makes me aware of what my child will learn during the year.


	35
	43
	17
	5
	0

	When I have raised concerns with the school they have been dealt with properly.


	53
	25
	20
	2
	0

	Does your child have special educational needs or disabilities?
	Yes

12
	No

88
	
	
	

	School has high expectations for my child
	33
	40
	25
	0
	0

	My child does well
	50
	48
	2
	
	

	School lets me know how my child is doing
	43
	45
	10
	2
	

	There are a good range of subjects available to my child at this school
	45
	48
	7*
	
	

	The school supports my child’s wider personal development
	40
	48
	12
	
	

	I would recommend this school to another parent
	Yes 

96
	
	No 

4
	
	


Comments 

The school really embraces the local area being close to the communities getting out and about in the forest and walking and this is just priceless.
Our school is fantastic! I love the outdoors space this has really enhanced what was already a fabulous school. I love that we have chickens and outdoor learning including our own veg plot. I love that they get outdoors in the local are so frequently
Love the outdoor curriculum initiatives.

Love the school. My children are happy and feel part of the school family. 
I love the outdoor curriculum; the family feel the school has and the enthusiasm of the staff

 I love how much outdoor time the children get. I think they are really lucky to be part of such an amazing school. The staff are amazing and supportive. Keep doing what you’re doing and thank you!

We've always been very happy with the school and the caring nature it provides to each child. We love the strong family feel and connections we have made with teachers, parents and other children. Keep up the excellent work.

The headteacher and staff are very caring, I am very pleased with the school
We are delighted with the school and all of the teachers and staff, both our girls are extremely happy there and we continue to see improvements with their development. We especially appreciate the wonderful surroundings that school makes the most of by teaching outdoors and going on lots of walks! Teachers are always very approachable and very reassuring. Thank you for everything you all do :)
The school sees the importance of ensuring the pupils are well rounded and happy rather than just focusing on academic success, which is so valuable. My children are both so happy at school and that is due to the warm friendly atmosphere and the skilled and lovely teaching staff.

Our child is in preschool with fantastic, caring teachers and thoroughly enjoys being there. Staff have always let us know any problems and are very approachable and committed to making it the best experience they can.

Staff are great and my children are very happy at school. They also love having the chickens.
The relationship between teachers and pupils appears to be excellent, the communication is very open.

 
The school are absolutely brilliant. Just keep on doing what you're doing because you do it so well with the children always at the forefront.

 
Couldn’t ask for a better school it’s so welcoming and has a lovely family feel to it.
Queries 

I would like to know how children are pushed further than their peers when they are exceeding expectations to ensuring reaching their full potential.

Some of the characteristics of a child who’s working at greater depth include: 
  
· Working independently 
· Applying what they’ve learned in one area of a subject to other areas(synthesise) 
· Applying their knowledge consistently, confidently and fluently 
· Being able to explain what they have been doing to others, including teaching other children what they have learned. 
· Effective independent editing. 
What we do know for certain is that greater depth is not: 
· not working on content from the next year group. 
· in mathematics – not practising the same concept with bigger numbers. 
· in reading – not necessarily reading a more challenging text. 
The characteristics of mastery and greater depth in the national curriculum could therefore be summarised as: 
 
	Independence 
	Apply the skill or knowledge without recall to the teacher 

	Fluency  
	Apply the skill or knowledge with ease and confidence 

	Application and resilience 
	Apply the skill or knowledge to a range of different contexts including other areas of the curriculum and show good resilience when the task seems demanding.  

	Consistency 
	Consistently use their skills, knowledge and understanding 

	Synthesise 
	Organise ideas to make connections with other areas of learning and new areas 

	Re- visit  
	Return to this aspect of learning after a break and still feel confident that they can work on the skill and knowledge without difficulty. 

	Explain it 
	Able to explain to others their understanding and be a learning buddy to them. 

	Innovative and taking risks- 
 
	Children take risks with their learning, ask questions to extend their learning and investigate their own lines of enquiry. 
 


 I think Covid is likely responsible for the inability to provide additional out of school activities or clubs, but this is something I hope will be added as soon as we are able.

You are absolutely correct. Due to the restrictions we are currently working with, bubbles can not mix or share equipment or rooms. This significantly limits any afterschool activities we can offer. We are looking forward to being able to offer these clubs in the near future. 
 I would like more specific info regarding progress my children are making over time please.

We introduced half term reports last year however have had to put these on hold due to the disruption caused by the virus. We will be restarting these in the Autumn term. These reports will give specific information regarding progress, learning behaviours and targets. They will be issued in October with a parents’ evening before Christmas. Another report will be issued in Spring with a parents’ evening before Easter. A final written report will be sent home towards the end of the academic year. 

I don’t feel the amount of work provided during the lockdown for home learning was sufficient and would have liked some live lessons.
We looked at the option of providing live lessons and decided against it on a number of reasons. The heightened child protection risks of using an on line unsecure platform such as zoom was a significant risk. Many parents were juggling online learning with working from home and were able to support their child at different times of the day. Several families did not have a computer per child so they would have had to choose which child accessed the online learning. School remained open for both the lockdowns and we had a significant number of children in school during these times. These children also needed support in class and we do not have the staffing to record live lessons and teach and support children in the class at the same time. 

 
Better communication on difficulties my child is having

Class teachers are available at the end of most days outside the front of school. We will always speak to you about any concerns we have noticed in school. 

 
It seems that whilst the children have had the opportunity to play in the woods and go for walks, both of my children report that they rarely do structured PE; one of them really wants to play basketball and we’d like them to try lots of other sports.

 Due to the effects of the pandemic, our recovery curriculum focussed on the physical and emotional wellbeing of the children. Whilst we focus on this, other areas of the curriculum are less of a focus. In September, we will be returning to our full curriculum. 
My child isn’t taught by a teacher for most of the week. 

All our classes are led by qualified teachers. We do train student teachers who will complete a placement in school and these are all overseen by the class teacher and the university mentor. 

 
Consistent road safety outside of school please

We work closely with the Holcombe society to put forward new ideas to the council for improved road safety in the village. The great work of the society has been instrumental in the creation of two new pedestrian refuges near the car park and on entry to the village. We will continue to work closely with them. 

You may be aware that Wendy, our crossing patrol officer, is here one week and then not the next. This is due to a significant shortage of crossing patrols in the authority. The risk assessment for Emmanuel Holcombe is lower than several other schools, therefore they ensure that higher risk crossing points are covered first. Mrs Bennett and Mrs Longstaff have undertaken the crossing patrol training and we have a high vis coat and lolly pop stick in school so that the crossing can be manned when Wendy is absent. 

Chess club(s) - help with maths and strategic thinking

If you know anyone who would like to run a chess club in school, please let us know. We would love to start this from September. 

More focus on reading and to move up with reading age

We have introduced a whole new English curriculum into school over the last year and have new procedures to encourage reading. Children are assessed to move up reading levels using the bench marking scheme. All children are taught through guided reading at least weekly with many children reading to a member of staff daily. We would ask that if you child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 that you listen to them read daily- a few pages would be great. 

Think school snacks should be fruit, veg or crackers only. It’s unfair to make this the rule in Acorns and not in the other classes. I have battles with my older child to bring snacks which other children have - fruit winders/ popcorn/ sausage etc. I feel the rule should be the same for everyone. 

Thanks for bringing this up- we will take this to staff 

More info on SeeSaw please - nice to see what the kids are up to and if they have homework etc

We are looking at a whole school model for information that is shared on Seesaw so watch this space. 

Growing and learning through faith, family and friendship

