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Vision Statement 

Jesus came to give us life in all its fullness. Our vision is that through faith, family and friendship, each of us can 
grow in love and learning, being tolerant, having resilience and developing enquiring minds, so that we can all 

experience the abundance Jesus came to give us. 

 
 

Mission statement  

In our small, friendly school, everyone respects and cares for one another 
In our community, church, home and school we work together to grown in faith and friendship  

In our learning we encourage each individual to reach their potential to grow through skills, knowledge and 
understanding 
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Intent 

History is all around us. The study of history ignites children’s curiosity about the past in Britain 

and the wider world. Through finding out about how and why the world, our country, culture 

and local community have developed over time, children understand how the past influences 

the present. History enables children to develop a context for their growing sense of identity 

and a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people. What they 

learn through history can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values. 

At Emmanuel Holcombe our intent, when teaching history, is to stimulate the children’s 

curiosity in order for them to develop their historical knowledge, skills and understanding. 

Implementation 

The Emmanuel Holcombe curriculum is shaped by the school vision to enable all children, 

regardless of background, ability or additional needs to flourish and live life to the full.  

Our history curriculum has been designed in line with the National Curriculum (2014), to 

produce clear skills and knowledge progression. This ensures that skills and knowledge are built 

on and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all children.  

The curriculum is organised into cross curricular topics where skills and knowledge are 

developed over a two year period. There are 3 topics each year with a historical focus, but 

historical objectives are also developed within other curriculum topic areas where possible and 

appropriate. Staff plan the units using the progression of skill and knowledge document. The 

objectives are shared with pupils at the start of the unit on the ‘Topic Title Page’ and work 

clearly links to the objectives. For each unit, work/activities/evidence is collected in an A4+ 

display book and learning is reviewed by pupil and teacher at the end of the unit of the ‘End of 

Topic Page’. 

It is important that the children develop progressive skills of a historian throughout their time 

at Emmanuel Holcombe and do not just learn a series of facts about the past. In History, pupils 

at Emmanuel Holcombe, find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusion. To do this 

successfully, as historians, they need to be able to research, interpret evidence, including 

primary and secondary sources, and have the necessary skills to argue for their point of view; 

skills that will help them in their adult life. 

The curriculum is developed using the following: 

 PlanBee resources 

 Local history resources 

 Visitors 

 Visits to places of local interest 

 

 

 

 



Impact 

By the time the children leave Emmanuel Holcombe they will have accessed high quality teaching, 

of a progressive curriculum which supports them to develop the skills and knowledge listed in the 

History Programmes of Study Key Stages 1 and 2 (2013). In particular we hope that all children will 

have: 

 A secure knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from the historical 

periods covered. 

 The ability to think critically about history and communicate confidently in styles 

appropriate to a range of audiences. 

 The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using 

detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence derived from a range of sources. 

 The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, forming and refining 

questions and lines of enquiry. 

 A passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their 

sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why people interpret 

the past in different ways. 

 A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to 

support their explanations and judgements. 

 A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality 

research across a range of history topics. 

 

Teaching and Learning  

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles to teach history in cross curricular units of 

work. Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in history and 

we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our history lessons. We believe children learn best 

when: 

 They have access to, and are able to handle artefacts 

 They go on visits to museums and places of interest 

 They have access to secondary sources such as books and photographs 

 Visitors talk about personal experiences of the past 

 They listen to and interact with stories from the past 

 They undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in their 

own and other people’s lives 

 They use drama and dance to act out historical events 

 They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet and videos 

 They are able to use non-fiction books for research 

 They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask as 

well as answer historical questions. 

 



We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ages and ability in all our classes, and so we 

provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the learning objective to the 

challenge of the task to the ability and age of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies 

which are differentiated by task, expected outcome and/or support from peers and/or adults. 

Planning and Resources 

At Emmanuel Holcombe history is taught through a topic approach alongside Design & Technology, 

Geography and Art. Our curriculum is carefully planned over a two year cycle to engage and excite all 

our learners. Our long-term plans and progression documents map out the skills and themes covered 

for each key stage. These plans define what we will teach and ensure an appropriate balance. 

Teachers are responsible for planning each individual unit to ensure all the objectives are taught. 

Lessons are planned using a range of resources available in school, these include:  

 PlanBee resources 

 Local history resources 

 Visitors 

 Visits to places of local interest 

 

Class teachers are responsible for organising each lesson and planning ahead to ensure resources are 

available when they are needed.  

Organisation  

History is taught within a skills based curriculum, where three out of six topics a year have a history 

focus. History objectives might also be covered within a geographically based topic. Each term, there 

will be a history based topic which should last the equivalent of three hours weekly for approximately 

six weeks e.g. eighteen hours. This work will also include cross curricular links to the art and design and 

design technology curriculums. Staff can choose to do this as a block or as weekly lessons. 

 EYFS 

We teach history in reception classes as an integral part of the Understanding the World work covered 

during the year. As the reception class is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage of the National 

Curriculum we relate the history side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early 

Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. History 

makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and 

understanding of the world through activities such as exploring historical artefacts, looking and 

discussing pictures of famous people in history or discovering the meaning of new and old in relation 

to their own lives. Historical vocabulary is also introduced and developed to enable children to discuss 

their ideas fully. 

Key Stage 1 

During Key Stage 1, pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles. They find out about significant men, 

women, children and events from the recent and more distant past in Britain and the wider world. They 



listen, and respond to stories and use sources of information to help them ask and answer questions. 

They learn how the past is different from the present. 

Key Stage 2 

During Key Stage 2 pupils learn about significant people, events and places from both recent and more 

distant past. They learn about change and continuity in their own area, in Britain and in other parts of 

the world. They look at history in a variety of ways, for example from political, economic, technological 

and scientific, social, religious, cultural or aesthetic perspectives. They use different sources of 

information to help them investigate the past both in depth and in overview, using dates and historical 

vocabulary to describe events, people and developments. They also learn that the past can be 

represented and interpreted in different ways. 

 

Assessment 

Formative assessment takes place at all times to create a developing picture of each child’s 

understanding of skills and knowledge. This is combined with summative assessment at the end of each 

unit, when judgements are made on achievement and therefore progress within individual objectives. 

These are recorded on to the whole year group assessment grids. At the end of the year the grids are 

used to make a judgement of achievement and progress over time. Pupils make a self-assessment 

judgement on the objectives covered at the start of the unit of work and at the end. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

The history curriculum adheres to the Emmanuel Holcombe Equal Opportunities Policy. It is the 

responsibility of all teachers at Emmanuel Holcombe to ensure that children irrespective of ability, race, 

gender, age, faith, sexual orientation, and disability are given full access to the history curriculum and 

make the greatest possible progress in accordance with recent legislation. 

 

Inclusion  

At Emmanuel Holocmbe we teach history to all children whatever their ability. History forms part of 

the school’s curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. We provide 

learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties and we take into 

account the targets set for individual children in their Pupil Support Plans. Teachers take the following 

into account when teaching pupils with SEND   

 Setting suitable learning challenges.  

 Responding to the diverse learning needs of pupils.  

 Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils. 

 



Role of the Subject Leader 

The role of the history co-ordinator is: 

 Support staff with subject knowledge, ideas, and help with enrichment activities through 

visitors and trips. 

 Maintain a two year over view of the curriculum to ensure coverage of objectives in line with 

the National Curriculum (2014). 

 Monitor and moderate teaching and learning. 

 Monitor and purchase resources  

 

Parents  

The partnership with parents is an essential part of pupils’ learning and at Emmanuel Holcombe we 

ensure that they are fully informed of the topic to be studied through ‘The Big Picture’ which sets out 

the objectives and range of subjects to be covered at the start of the unit of work. We actively 

encourage links with home, when family members are invited to contribute to class activities or visits 

to places of interest. 

 


