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Vision Statement 

Jesus came to give us life in all its fullness. Our vision is that through faith, family and friendship, each of us can 
grow in love and learning, being tolerant, having resilience and developing enquiring minds, so that we can all 

experience the abundance Jesus came to give us. 

 
 

Mission statement  

In our small, friendly school, everyone respects and cares for one another 
In our community, church, home and school we work together to grown in faith and friendship  

In our learning we encourage each individual to reach their potential to grow through skills, knowledge and 
understanding 
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Intent 

Geography is essentially about understanding the world we live in. It helps to provoke and 

provide answers to questions about the natural and human aspects of the world. At Emmanuel 

Holcombe children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of the 

world, as well as their place in it. 

The geography curriculum enables children to develop knowledge and skills that are 

transferrable to other curriculum areas. Geography is an investigative subject, which develops 

an understanding of concepts, knowledge and skills. At Emmanuel Holcombe our intent, when 

teaching geography, is to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and 

people within it; to promote the children’s interest and understanding of diverse places, 

people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding 

of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 

Implementation 

The Emmanuel Holcombe curriculum is shaped by the school vision to enable all children, 

regardless of background, ability or additional needs to flourish and live life to the full. Our 

geography curriculum has been designed in line with the National Curriculum (2014), to 

produce clear skills and knowledge progression. This ensures that skills and knowledge are built 

on and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all children.  

The curriculum is organised into cross curricular topics where skills and knowledge are 

developed over a two year period. There are 3 topics each year with a geographical focus, but 

geography objectives are also developed within other curriculum topic areas where possible 

and appropriate. 

It is important that children develop the skills of a geographer by fully immersing them in all 

areas of the subject. The local area is fully utilised to achieve desired outcomes, with 

opportunities for learning outside the classroom embedded in practise. School trips and 

fieldwork are provided to give first hand experiences, which enhance children’s understanding 

of the world beyond their locality. 

Impact 

By the time the children leave Emmanuel Holcombe they will have had accessed high quality 

teaching, of a progressive curriculum which supports them to develop the skills and knowledge 

listed in the Geography Programmes of Study Key Stages 1 and 2 (2013).  

In particular we hope that all children will: 

 Have an excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like. 

 Have an excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and 

interconnected and how much human and physical environments are interrelated. 

 Have an extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary. 

 Be fluent in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills and 

use effective analytical and presentational techniques. 

 Have the ability to reach clear conclusions and develop a reasoned argument to explain 

findings. 



 Have significant levels of originality, imagination or creativity as shown in interpretations 

and representations of the subject matter. 

 Be highly developed and frequently utilised fieldwork and other geographical skills and 

techniques. 

 Have a passion for and commitment to the subject, and a real sense of curiosity to find out 

about the world and the people who live there. 

 Have the ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and 

understanding about current and contemporary issues in society and the environment. 

 

Teaching and Learning  

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles to teach geography in cross curricular units of 

work. Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in geography 

and we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons. We believe children learn 

best when they have the opportunity to: 

 ask as well as answer geographical questions 

 use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures, aerial photographs, 

geographical footage  

 use IT in geography lessons where this serves to enhance their learning. 

 take part in roleplay and discussions 

 they present reports to the rest of the class 

 they engage in a wide variety of problem-solving activities.  

 the children are involved in ‘real’ geographical activities, e.g. research of a local 

environmental problem, visiting relevant sites and carrying out fieldwork.  

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ages and ability in all our classes, and so we 

provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the learning objective to the 

challenge of the task to the ability and age of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies 

which are differentiated by task, expected outcome and/or support from peers and/or adults. 

Planning and Resources 

At Emmanuel Holcombe geography is taught through a topic approach. These topics are blocked. Our 

curriculum is carefully planned over a two year cycle to engage and excite all our learners. Our long-

term plans and progression documents map out the skills and themes covered for each key stage. These 

plans define what we will teach and ensure an appropriate balance. 

Teachers are responsible for planning each individual unit to ensure all the objectives are taught. 

Lessons are planned using a range of resources available in school. Class teachers are responsible for 

organising each lesson and planning ahead to ensure resources are available when they are needed.  

Organisation  

Geography lessons are organised to enable the most effective provision for the children. Teachers are 

encouraged to teach Geography lessons together as a block, as part of a topic or as part of a theme week.  



 EYFS 

We teach geography in the nursery and reception class as an integral part of the Understanding the 

World work covered during the year. As the nursery and reception class is part of the Early Years 

Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum we relate the geography side of the children’s work to the 

objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for 

children aged three to five. Geography makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of 

developing a child’s understanding of the world through activities such as finding out about different 

places and habitats and investigating our locality. Geographical vocabulary is also introduced and 

developed to enable children to discuss their ideas fully. 

Key Stage 1 

During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or 

abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. They also begin 

to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. 

In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and environments, and use 

geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs. 

Key Stage 2 

During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United 

Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They find out how 

people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out geographical enquiry 

inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions, and use geographical 

skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. Children will develop 

geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and recording 

information and identifying different views. They will acquire the appropriate practical skills associated 

with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases. 

Pupils will use secondary sources of information with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite 

images, etc. As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, geography 

contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will ensure that links between subjects 

are maximised. 

Assessment 

Formative assessment takes place at all times to create a developing picture of each child’s 

understanding of skills and knowledge. This is combined with summative assessment at the end of each 

unit, when judgements are made on achievement and therefore progress within individual objectives. 

These are recorded on to the whole year group assessment grids. At the end of the year the grids are 

used to make a judgement of achievement and progress over time. Pupils make a self-assessment 

judgement on the objectives covered at the start of the unit of work and at the end. 

 

 

 



Equal Opportunities 

The geography curriculum adheres to the Emmanuel Holcombe Equal Opportunities Policy. It is the 

responsibility of all teachers at Emmanuel Holcombe to ensure that children irrespective of ability, race, 

gender, age, faith, sexual orientation, and disability are given full access to the history curriculum and 

make the greatest possible progress in accordance with recent legislation. 

 

Inclusion  

At Emmanuel Holcombe we teach geography to all children whatever their ability. Geography forms 

part of the school’s curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. We 

provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties and we take 

into account the targets set for individual children in their Pupil Support Plans. Teachers take the 

following into account when teaching pupils with SEND   

 Setting suitable learning challenges.  

 Responding to the diverse learning needs of pupils.  

 Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils. 

 

Role of the Subject Leader 

The role of the geography co-ordinator is: 

 Support staff with subject knowledge, ideas, and help with enrichment activities through 

visitors and trips. 

 Maintain a two year over view of the curriculum to ensure coverage of objectives in line with 

the National Curriculum (2014). 

 Monitor and moderate teaching and learning. 

 Monitor and purchase resources  

 

Parents  

The partnership with parents is an essential part of pupils’ learning and at Emmanuel Holcombe we 

ensure that they are fully informed of the topic to be studied through ‘The Big Picture’ which sets out 

the objectives and range of subjects to be covered at the start of the unit of work. We actively 

encourage links with home, when family members are invited to contribute to class activities or visits 

to places of interest. 

 


